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“Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the house 
of the God of Jacob; and He will teach us of His ways, and we will 
walk in His paths: for the law shall go forth from Zion.”—MiIcaH Iv: 2. 
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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON. 


THE following discourse was delivered by President George Q. Cannon in 
the Tabernacle, Salt. Lake City, Utah, Sunday, October 4, 1892: 

I will read a portion of the fifteenth chapter of Paul’s First Epistle to 
the Corinthians, commencing at the thirty-fifth verse: 

But some man will say, How are the dead raised up? and with what 
body do they come? Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quickened, 
except it die: And that which thou sowest, thou sowest not that body 
that shall but bare grain, it may chance of wheat or of some other 
grain: But God giveth it a body as it hath pleased Him, and to every 
seed his own body. All flesh is not the same flesh: but there is one kind 


of flesh of men, another flesh of beasts, another of fishes, and another of 
birds. There are also celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial: but the 
Rlory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial is another. 

hére is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another 
glory of the stars: for one star differeth from another star in glory. So 
also is the resurrection of the dead. 

In standing up to address this very large congregation this afternoon, I 
do so with considerable fear and trembling, and my trust is that God will 
help me, through your faith and prayers, that that which I may say may be 
from Him. It is a very responsible thing for a man to attempt to address 
his fellow men, unless he can impart some light and some instruction, and 
say things that will be of some profit to them. I hope to be able to do 
that this afternoon. 

Since [ have been in this conference, my mind has rested considerably 
upon the Salt Lake Temple and its near completion, and upon the distin- 
guishing features that we as a people are possessed of, making us a differ- 
ent people from the rest of the religious world. The distinction between 
us and others who worship God, and who profess to be religious, is very 
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marked in some respects. It is true that there isa union of feeling and 
of belief between us and the denominations that prevail in Christendom 
on some of the cardinal points of what is called. Christianity. We believe 
in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Kedeemer of the world, and that through 
His death and atonement we are redeemed. All the so-called orthodox 
sects entertain this same belief. In common, too, with the most of them, 
we believe in repentance of sin. We believe also in the resurrection of 
the body. Upon these points there is a similarity of belief between us 
and other denominations. But upon many points that we believe in 
there is an absence of belief in the minds of the great majority of the 
Christian world. We are distinguished in this respect as entertaining 
very strange ideas, and some think them almost heathenish. But there 
is this to be said concerning the doctrines which God has revealed to us: 
they are the most philosophical of any that are believed among men. I 
say this with, I believe, a full comprehension of what is meant by this 
statement. I believe that the religion of the Latter-day Saints is the only 
religion that will bear the test of philosophical investigation, and that 
will meet the burning questions of the day. I believe that it is the only 
religion that will satisfy the yearnings of the human heart, and that will 
give light upon points that are considered mysterious by the religious 
world. I believe that the religion of the Latter-day Saints shows in the 
plainest, in the simplest and in the most conclusive manner the relation 
of man to God. Ido not know any other religion that teaches in a satis- 
factory manner the object that God has had in placing man upon the 
earth. I do not know any other religion that teaches concerning the 
relationship that existed between God and His children prior to the or- 
ganization of the earth and the placing of man uponit. Ido not know 
any other religion that professes to teach the relationship that will exist 
between men and women, between parents and children, and between 
husband and wife, after this mortal career is ended. I do not know of 
any other religion that gives any distinct idea as to the character of the 
life beyond the grave, or what shall constitute the glory of man when he 
becomes immortal, and when he receives the fulness of the blessings that 
God has promised. Ido not know any other religion that throws light 
upon these questions. But 1 do know that there exists at the present 
time among men a great deal of uncertainty upon all these points. Some 
even go so far—and they call themselves intelligent, too—as to doubt the 
future existence of man, and think that when this mortal career is finished 
that is the end of man asa living entity. Now, who is there, with the 
light that is possessed by the religious world, that can explain in a satis- 
factory manner how it was that Jesus, our Reedemer, in whose name we 
approach the Father, existed as God in a previous state—that is, that He 
existed and exercised power and dominion, and then became a little child, 
born of a mortal woman? Is there any religion on the earth that can 
give any explanation of this great event? I have not met with any re- 
ligion that will answer satisfactorily questions that arise connected with 
the pre-existence and the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. But 
it is supposed to be clothed in mystery—a mystery that cannot be ex- 
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plained, and that is beyond human ken; and if inquiry arises it is sup- 
pressed, because it is considered almost blasphemous to think of such 
things. So it is with most of these questions that I have briefly alluded to. 

In the religion that God has revealed to us, there is light and intelli- 
gence thrown upon all these questions. We are not left to grope in the 
dark and in uncertainty as to why we are here. The object that God had 
in placing us upon this earth has been made perfectlysplain to us; of 
course, not in its fulness, not as we will be able to comprehend it in eter- 
nity, but sufficiently so to satisfy our inquiries, and to remove from our 
minds doubt and uncertainty concerning this important matter. I say 
that our religion is philosophical, and that it will satisfy intelligent men. 
They may not believe that which we tell them; but it is the only religion 
that I know of that attempts to meet these questions and to answer them, 
and it does so effectually. 

I have read in your hearing some words of the Apostle Paul, in which 
he describes the resurrection. Who can explain this? Was there a minis- 
ter upon the face of the earth that could give an explanation to these 
teachings of the Apostle Paul until the Lord revealed the everlasting 
Gospel through His servant Joseph Smith? No; for the belief has been 
general that there is only one place of happiness; that there is only one 
glory ; that there is no difference in heaven; that every human being who 
is saved goes to one place and is gathered into one gathering, and that 
those who go to the other place are also consigned there indiscriminately. 
Is not this a belief that has existed for generations? Of course, the 
Catholic church believes in purgatory—an intermediate state; but after 
the soul emerges from purgatory it is, they say, ushered into heaven, and 
there is no distinction. The murderer who dies on the scaffold, who says 
he believes in Jesus and repents of his sins, is supposed to be ushered into 
the presence of God and the Lamb and to have all the blessings of sal- 
vation and exaltation which the most faithful men and women have 
received—to be the companion of the prophets, apostles, and martyrs who 
have laid down their lives for the truth! This has been the general belief; 
but here Paul distinctly states that there is a difference in the resurrec- 
tion; that some receive the celestial glory, which is likened to that of the 
sun; that some receive the terrestrial glory, which is likened to that of the 
moon; that some receive the telestial glory, which is likened to that of 
the stars; and as one star differeth from another in glory, so also is the 
resurrection of the dead. This is in perfect harmony with all the scrip- 
tures. The whole burden of the prophets who have spoken upon this 
subject is to the effect that men will be rewarded according to their works, 
and that they will receive a glory in proportion to their faithfulness. 
Until Joseph Smith received the revelation from God, which is embodied 
in the seventy-sixth section of our Book of Doctrine and Covenants, this 
was a profound mystery to the religious world. But through that reve- 
lation it was made plain to us. Joseph Smith was the means of revealing, 
through the knowledge which God gave to him, that according to man’s 
obedience so would be his reward; that the man who obeyed a certain | 
law would receive the reward that was affixed to that law; that the 
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higher the law the greater would be the glory. And this was the incen- 
tive that the Saints had in ancient days to be faithful. If a man could 
lead an immoral life and gratify all his passions and appetites, and then 
in the last days of his life, when his passions and appetites were all dead 
within him, he could profess repentance and obtain forgiveness, and re- 
ceive the assurance that he would be ushered into the presence of apostles 
and prophets who have suffered death for the truth, what inducement 
would there be for a man to‘be faithful to the truth all his days, and 
then, perhaps, to lay down his life for it? It is such teachings as these 
that have led the world into the depths of sin which it has reached; that 
have encouraged vice and sin in“every direction; that have encouraged 
men even to commit murder; and the result is, many souls have been lost. 

God has revealed unto us something different to this. He has shown 
that if we commit sin we must pay the penalty of the sin. If we live 
lives of righteousness, we shall receive the reward that is affixed to right- 
eousness. We shall have the spirit of that glory which we shall attain 
unto ; and just as there are grades in this life among men, so it will be in 
the resurrection. There will be grades of happiness, of glory and of 
exaltation. You put a man that has not lived so as to receive the spirit 
of a certain glory with those who have received that glory, and he would 
be entirely out of his element, and unhappy. God will give to every man 
a glory that will be suited to his condition. So that if a man obeys every 
law that God gives, and maintains his integrity, he will receive the high- 
est glory that God has to bestow, even the celestial glory. But there are 
some who cannot do this. As the revelation that Joseph received teaches 
us, there are honorable men who do a great many good things, but who 
have not faith enough to receive the Gospel in its fulness. All of us have 
met such individuals. We have also seen men and women who gladly 
obeyed the Gospel when they heard it. They were baptized ; they had 
hands laid upon them, and they received the Holy Ghost; but they did 
not have faith enough to go beyond this. It was too great a trial to them 
to forsake the lands of their nativity and all their old associations and gather 
with the Saints of God. Such persons will receive a reward in proportion to 
théir obedience. Then you will find others who have faith enough to obey 
the first principles of the Gospel and perhaps receive the Priesthood and 
gather with the Saints ; but when they are taught the doctrine of tithing 
they have not faith enough to obey that, or if they do pay tithing, they 
pay but very little. - Persons who have no more faith than this will not 
get a reward like those who are obedient to tithing. So with all these 
works that God requires at our hands. There are some men that have 
not faith enough to go upon missions when they are called, and they offer 
excuses. They will get their reward according to their diligence and 
faithfulness ; but they will not get the reward of the man who is always 
willing to do that which he is required to do, and whose life is crowded 
with good works ; who is Jibera] to the poor, honest in his dealings, just 
and merciful in his actions, and who is willing to suffer wrong rather than 
do wrong. 

I would like to impress upon your minds, brethren and sisters, that we 
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shall get a reward according to our deeds, and also according to our 
desires, because sometimes we cannot do that which we would like to do, 
but we say in our hearts, “If I had, I would do; but because I have not, 
I cannot ;” and having that spirit within us it is acceptable in the sight 
of God. You remember the words of King Benjamin, in speaking about 
the poor. He taught that it was an important thing to help the poor, and 
he said: “ Ye who have not and yet have sufficient that ye remain from 
day to day; I mean all you who deny the beggar, because ye have not; I 
would that ye say in your hearts, that I give not because I have not; but 
if I had I would give.” There are some laws that we are prevented from 
obeying that have been declared to be necessary to exaltation in the 
celestial kingdom of our God. What will be the condition of those who 
do not obey these laws? God, knowing all our desires, if He should see a 
spirit of willingness and obedience in our hearts, will judge us accordingly. 
That which we cannot do we are not expected to do. God does not ask 
impossible things from His children. But He asks us to be obedient to 
Him and to carry out His laws in our lives; and if for any reason we 
cannot do this, but are willing to do it, He will accept the offering and 
the good desires that we entertain in our hearts. There are some who 
cannot do what they would like for this Temple that we are talking of, as 
they have not the means ; but the widow’s mite is as much as the thousand 
dollars of the rich man, if it is only given in the right spirit. The Lord 
looks at the hearts of His children. The woman who is poor, but who 
gives to the extent of her ability, God accepts that and she is blessed 
accordingly, and will be rewarded just as much in her place as the rich 
man that has done to the extent of his ability. Our God is a just God, 
and He deals with His children in justice and mercy. 

It should be the aim of every Latter-day Saint to strive to attain to the 
highest exaltation, and the way to attain that is to obey all the laws con- 
nected therewith. Now, God has commanded us to build temples. The 
building of temples and the giving of endowments therein are matters 
of great curiosity to the world. We have all kinds of falsehood told about 
our endowments. We have been accused of being disloyal to the govern- 
ment, and taking oaths that were antagonistic to the government, and 
doing things that were very wicked indeed, because, forsooth, we have 
believed in giving endowments and ordinances that God has revealed. 
It is this that distinguishes us from every other people on the face of the 
earth. (God has revealed to us the means by which we shall prepare our- 
selves to dwell with Him in eternity. Is there anything strange about 
this? Is there anything wrong about it. Are we to live upon the earth 
like so many animals, and when death comes, to die unprepared for the 
future? Would this be consistent with our ideas of God and of the impor- 
tance of the human soul? In the world, to-day, righteous men do not 
seem to have any advantages over wicked men. There is nothing to dis- 
tinguish them. But this was not the case in ancient days, when God had 
a servant like Abraham, like Isaac, like Jacob, and like other faithful 
men. He made them promises that distinguished them from the rest of 
the human family, and He rewarded them for their services. It was so in 
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the days of the Apostles. The Savior promised them great blessings. On 
one occasion he said: “Ye which have followed me, in the regeneration 
when the Son of Man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit 
upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” What a great 
blessing this was! What dignity! And He not only promised to them 
these blessings, but He sealed them upon them. We are also told that the 
Saints of God are to be kings and priests unto the Most High God. 

God gave His ancient servants extraordinary marks of favor. He called 
Abraham His friend, and made great promises to him and his posterity. 
He told him that in his seed all the nations of the earth should be blessed. 
He repeated this promise to Isaac and to Jacob, and their descendants 
received the fulfillment of it. He gave to Abraham a promise that he 
should have the land of Canaan for an everlasting possession, and that 
his posterity should inhabit that land. And through the faithfulness of 
those men their posterity to-day are marked because of the miraculous 
care that God has had over them, in preserving them amid the vicissitudes. 
that have befallen the human family, and keeping them as a distinct 
people, in many respects, up to the present time. 

[TO BE CONTINUED. | 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


James G. Blaine, the eminent American statesman, is reported to be in a dying con- 
dition. 

The Beaver steamship line has witdrawn its vessels from service owing to the depression 
in freights. 

Baron Hirech is supposed to be not only the richest man of our time, but of all time, 
his estimated capital being $500,000,000. 

Mr. John D. Rovkefeller, the Standard Oil Company millionaire, has made an addi- 
tional donation of $1,000,000 to the University of Chicago. 


The insurrection in the Argentina is said to be extending. Several towns have already 
been captured by the rebels, whu are advancing, while the government troops are beating 
a retreat. 

The Italian government have decided to continue the use of English coal for their 
navy, the experiments which have been made with the German product having proved 
its inferiority to the English. 


Some of the captains of the vessels of the various steamship companies, whose boats 
are crossing the Atlantic between Liverpool and New York, report experiencing terrible 
weather on the ocean during the week ending December 31, 1892. 


Dispatches from St. Petersburg state that famine is raging in Finland, and that the 
people, who are almost reduced to skeletons, are subsisting on bread which is mixed 
with powder from the bark of trees. The government are endeavoring to relieve the 
great distress, but the supplies which they are forwarding are found to be altogether 
inadequate. 


In celebration of the opening of the Chicago Exhibition there is to be held at New 
York a review of war vessels from every European nation except England France will 
send nine vessels, Russia seven, Germany six, Italy five, and Spain four. It is very 
doubtful whether England will be represented at all, but if she is it will be, it is said, by 
only three war ships. 
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A fresh outbreak of cholera in Russian Poland is reported. The disease is stated to be 
spreading in the town of Kielce, whither it is supposed to have been imported by a 
Cossack regiment which recently arrived from the interior. Four new cases of cholera 
occurred yesterday in Hamburg. 

Christopher Columbus, probably the most note-worthy lake vessel ever built, was 
launched recently from the yards of the American Steel Barge company, of Washington, 
D.C., U.S. A. The vessel has the general appearance of a whaleback, and is intended 
to carry passengers between Chicago and the exposition grounds, She will have accom- 
modations for about 5,000 passengers, making her the largest excursion steamer afloat. 

A dispatch from Washington, D. U., dated January 1, states that it is reported on 
trustworthy authority that President Harrison, the Secretary of the Treasury, and the 
Secretary of State have practically determined to make the outgoing administration 
notable by a blow at Canada in the shape of a Presidential proclamation curtailing or 
abolishing the privilege enjoyed by Canadian railroads of transporting merchandise in 
bond through the United States free of duty. 

The coldest known spot on the earth’s surface is on the Eastern Slope, a shelving 
mountain that runs down to near the water’s edge, on the eastern bank of the Lena 
River, in Northeast Siberia. The spot in question is nine and a fourth miles from Ser- 
kerchoof, about latitude 67 north, and longitude 134 east. Dr. Woikoff, director of the 
Russian Meteorological Service, gives the minimum temperature of the place as being 
88 degrees below zero. It isa place of almost perpetual calm. In the mountains near 
by, where windy weather is the rule, it is not nearly so cold. 


The art of ballooning for military purposes continues to excite the attention of the 
authorities, and experiments are becoming common in all countries. In Russia, this sub- 
ject forms an important part of military training, and a balloon floating at an altitude 
of two thousand feet, and carrying a powerful electric search-light, has been used there 
experimentally as a means of throwing a powerful beam of light upon the earth beneath. 
In Germany, such experiments have been encouraged by the Emperor William, who has 
promised an annual donation of twenty thousand marks to the association founded in 
that country to prumote the art of aérostation. 


Berlin is enlarging its boundaries, and when its suburban towns are all taken in its 
three million inhabitants will make it the second city in the world. According to Mr. 
Frank Carpenter, no other city has increased so rapidly in population; before the Franco- 
Prussian war its population was but 750,000, but on the basis of the one billion dollars 
which Germany received from France, the capital had a great boom. Berlin is a very 
well managed city. It is stated by the same authority that it makes a clear profit of 
$1,250,000 a year. It owns two-thirds of the gas stock, and controls the fire insurance 
business. The streets of Berlin are mostly paved with asphalt, and are kept very clean 
by seven hundred street cleaners at the expense of $400,000 yearly. 


During the celebration of mass on January 1, at the Church of St. Thomas Aquinas, 
in Philadelphia, U. S. A., and when the priest was half through the celebration, a man 
named Quinlan entered the church and walked up the aisle straight into the sanctuary, 
to the horror of the worshippers. He was armed with a club, and before he could be 
stopped he vaulted over the rails and aimed a deadly blow at the priest’s head. The 
priest had not noticed the approach of his assailant, but a cry from a member of the 
congregation attracted his attention in the very nick of time. He jumped on one side, 
and thus avoided the blow aimed at him; but Quinlan struck at him again with his 
formidable club, and before the priest could be rescued knocked him down. The 
women in the congregation screamed, many fainting away. The men rushed to the 
assistance of the priest, who was tlie calmest present, and the moment he had regained 
his feet implored the congregation to remember they were in the house of God. Quinlan 
struggled to his feet, and was seized by about a dozen men, who, but for the priest’s 
interposition, would have lynched him. He fought like a demon, but was finally secured 
and given into custody. Quinlan proved to be insane. 
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MONDAY, JANUARY 9, 1893. 


A RELIGION OF LIFE. 


To every thoughtful and observing person, the peculiar wants of the age 
in which we live are deemed subjects worthy of deep and careful consider- 
ation. And to the mind of every earnest and intelligent seeker after 
truth the following facts present themselves: never in the history of the 
human family was there a time’ of more intense activity, when learning 
and general intelligence were so well diffused, as at the present; and 
never was an earnest, active, thinking age more in need of a religion of life 
and power than the present. The powers of electricity annihilating dis- 
tances, spanning continents, and bridging oceans ;] the throbbings of the 
steam engine and the hum of machinery ; the powerful press, scattering 
broadcast continually its millions of printed pages, which, like the leaves 
of Autumn, are wafted hither and thither; all testify of the earnestness 
of the age in which we live, and demand something more than a religion 
of cold formality and narrow sectarianism. 

A r@ligion is wanted that will touch the heart with its love, satisfy the 
intellect with its truths, sway the passions with its persuasiveness, gratify 
the appetite with its beauties, and fill the imagination with its grandeur ; 
in fact, a religion is desired, that shall enlist upon its side the whole 
nature of man, and command his willing and devoted homage ; a religion 
that, bearing the seal of its Master, shall convey its own authenticity, and 
which, clothed with all its splendor, shall be revered by those who love 
the truth, and hated by those who love it not. 

This is the religion that the faith of the Latter-day Saints—the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ—reveals ; it is this Gospel, restored in these, the last days, 
as pointed out by Daniel, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Amos, Joel, Christ and 
His Apostles, and by the Prophets and servants of God in our day, which 
proves that science and religion harmonize in every particular. 

The naturalist and architect can gain many points from Solomon. 
Moses was an astronomer of high repute, and as an organizer and a leader 
of men he was equally famous. Isaiah predicted events which are taking 
place to-day. Noah was the most famous shipbuilder of his time; and these 
facts will teach, not the bigoted and prejudiced, but the broad-minded and 
sincere investigator, that the astronomer, carpenter, architect, mechanic, 
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naturalist, and laborer can study the Holy Scriptures with equal profit 
and satisfaction. 

The sectarian absurdity that the laying of the corner stones of the 
government of God upon this earth was to be done in some indefinable 
place, beyond the bounds of time and space, has caused men of intelligence 
and scientific research to reject the Bible, and the dead religion of Chris- 
tendom, and become unbelievers in what are termed the fundamental 
truths of Christianity. The gathering of Israel as predicted by the old 
Prophets is taking place ; and no honest person, when looking at the vast 
results achieved since the restoration of the Gospel, through the instru- 
mentality of the Prophet Joseph Smith, will question the vast amount of 
good that has been accomplished. 

This Gospel of light and life, has done more to reconcile and harmonize 
apparent antagonisms between religion and science than the thousands 
of sermons and commentaries that have been written by all the learned 
divines of the last four centuries. The Lord has, by revelation in this 
dispensation, made manifest the weakness and inconsistency of the creeds 
of Christendom. By all impartial investigators, it is acknowledged, that, 
whether of heaven or not, the organization and doctrines of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints agree most perfectly with the Scrip- 
tures, and are more adapted to the necessities of mankind than those of 
any other religious system. Further, that the Elders of that Church have 
done more without outside help to benefit the poor who have followed 
them, than the preachers of all the other churches put together. 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ, which these humble Elders teach, is the 
religion of the past, present and future; its principles and power being 
everlasting, it comprehends all the interests of men, reconciles all conflicts, 
especially that known as “Capital and Labor,” and promotes one true and 
living faith in regard to both temporal and spiritual things. 

Is there an excuse for any people, in this day, to shut their ears to the 
truth, and, with their children, to go down, under the influence of super- 
stition and priestcraft, to misery and death ? W. B. D., JR. 


Many Elders, both at home and abroad, will doubtless be surprised to 
learn of the death of William Andrew Stewart—proprietor of the lodging 
house known as “Stewart’s Hotel,” adjoining the MILLENNIAL Stak build- 
ing on the south—which occurred on Saturday, December 31, 1892. For 
the past six months the health of the deceased, who was in his fifty-second 
year, has been poor; and it was only three weeks ago that his condition 
became so critica] that the services of a physician—who found his patient 
suffering from pneumonia aggravated by dropsy—were deemed necessary. 
Mr. Stewart first appeared in the present quarters, at 41 Norton Street, 
about ten years ago, at the time Apostle John Henry Smith was President 
of the European Mission; and, although not a member of the Church, he 
will be remembered for his many acts of kindness to the Elders and their 
friends while under his roof. 


CoNFERENCE Presidents, particularly, and Elders, os through- 
out the mission, will please take notice that, hereafter, until further notice, 
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owing to the mercurial condition of the money market, only four shillings 
and one-half penny (4s. 4d.) will be paid on the dollar. 


RELEAsES.—Elder John Bench is honorably released from his labors as 
traveling Elder in the Birmingham Conference, to return home. 

Elder Seymour B. Young, Jr., is honorably released from his labors as 
traveling Elder in the Cheltenham Conference of the British Mission, to 
resume his missionary labors in New York. 

Elder John J. Williams is honorably released from his labors as travel- 
ing Elder in the Welsh Conference, to return home. 

Elder R. D. Brown is honorably released from his labors as traveling 


. Elder in the Manchester Conference, to return home. 


Elder Richard Sedgwick is honorably released from his labors as travel- 
ing Elder in the Newcastle Conference, to return home. 

Elders E. W. Robertson and Aaron Gay are honorably released from 
their labors as traveling Elders in the Glasgow Conference, to return 
home. 

These brethren are expected to leave Liverpool on the White Star liner 
Teutonic, which sails January 25. 


WeEtsH CoNnFERENCE Notice.—The Welsh Conference will be held at 
188 Cathays Terrace, Cathays, Cardiff, Wales, on Sunday, February 5, 1893. 
Meetings will commence at 11 a.m., and 3 and 6 p.m. 


REMARKS BY BISHOP O. F. WHITNEY. 


THE following is a synopsis of an excellent sermon delivered by Bishop 
O. F. Whitney, a few weeks since in the Tabernacle, at Salt Lake City, 
Utah. He said he thought it was a good thing for all to bear in mind, 
when meeting together on occasions like the present, or undertaking to 
perform any duty required by our Maker, that what we did was as much 
for ourselves as for Him. We should not feel that we are doing the 
Almighty any great favor by keeping His commandments and conforming 
to His holy will. If we surveyed the subject aright we would come to 
another conclusion, namely, that all God required of us was designed for 
our benefit and eternal welfare. He sometimes thought when he observed 
the reluctance with which many engaged in the service of God and con- 
formed to His requirements that they imagined they were doing it for 
Him as a special favor, and that it was not particularly calculated to 
benefit themselves. Should not the reflection come home to us that it 
might be for our good, for our salvation, that God says to us, Do thus and 
so, and avoid doing thus or that ? 

Are we to suppose, for instance—since it has already been mentioned— 
that by abstaining from the use of tobacco, strong drinks, and those 
things which God has said are not good for man, it is simply to please 
Him, and render unto Him a favor? No. We may take the laws of God 
one by one, and analyze them so far as our finite knowledge can, and we 
will discover that all of them have been designed for our salvation, both 
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in this world and in the world to come. God’s commandments have a 
temporal and a spiritual significance. 

We hold in our hands the keys of our own lives, in a great measure, and 
if we pursue a certain course certain results will follow. There is a time 
for us to come and a time for us to go; but it is according to our works, 
and the will of God. 

There are two great promises given to those who observe the Word of 
Wisdom—who abstain from those things which corrupt the body and 
darken the mind. First is the promise of life upon the earth, of health, 
strength, and added years in mortality. “They shall run and not be 
weary,” says the revelation ; “they shall walk and not be faint ;” and the 
destroying angel shall pass them by, even as he did the children of 
Israel. | 

But when God makes a promise there are certain conditions to be 
observed in order to reap the benefit of that promise. When God’s 
promises seem to fail we may rest assured that the fault is not His; let 
us not conclude, either, that every seeming failure is a failure. It is a 
great blessing to have the assurance that we will be preserved wherever 
we go—that wecan go into the midst of disease and death and take no 
harm, that we can command the elements and they will obey us ; for these 
are among the promises made unto the servants of the Lord who keep 
themselves clean and unspotted from the world. But there is no promise 
to us if we do not keep ourselves pure and clean—if we corrupt our blood 
by partaking of those things which have that effect upon our systems. 
At this time, when the shadow of a great scourge is hovering over the 
world and is beginning to darken our own land—and it may yet come 
among us here—it should set us thinking as to whether we are keeping 
the inside of the platter clean as well as the outside; whether we are 
pure in our persons and in our habits. 

Another great promise is that those who keep the Word of Wisdom 
shall receive hidden treasures of knowledge—things which have been 
kept secret, perchance, from the foundation of the world, and which are 
greater than have ever been revealed or known among men. 

One of the great requirements that has always been made of those who 
stand as the teachers of mankind is that they shall keep their minds so 
clear and bright and their bodies so clean and pure that they will be 
impressionable and susceptible to the influences of the revealing Spirit of 
God. 

The mind of the man who corrupts himself is a blur, so far as spiritual 
things are concerned, and for the Spirit of God to act upon such a one is 
like the sunlight striving to struggle through a bank of clouds. 

To a man who is depraved and wicked in his ways, who keeps his mind 
unclean and his body impure, the Holy Ghost has no chance to reveal the 
will of God. Moses was taken up into “an exceedingly high mountain,” 
and there God revealed to him the secrets pertaining to this earth, and 
also to other worlds that glitter in the heavens, and concerning which 
man knows nothing except that they shine and shine and never say a 


word. Rest assured, Moses was a man who kept the Word of Wisdom, a 
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man of pure heart and clean hands and a conscience void of offense. It 
is unto such that God will reveal His secrets. 

Another notable example--though many might be mentioned—is the 
Prophet Daniel, a man who lived near to God, and to whom He revealed 
great gnd mighty things pertaining to the history of this world, from the 
day in which he lived down to the present time. Trace this history and 
see how accurately this man Daniel, temperate, virtuous, and inspired of 
God, revealed to King Nebuchadnezzar the things which were coming to 
pass. The speaker drew a graphic picture of the destruction of Babylon 
in the reign of Belshazzar, and of the establishment of another empire 
upon its ruins—the Medo-Persian empire, founded by Cyrus, after it the 
Macedonian empire, founded by Alexander the Great, and then the Roman 
power ; all according to the dream of Nebuchadnezzar concerning the 
great image, the meaning of which was explained by Daniel. Cyrus the 
Persian was a temperate man and so was Alexander at first, though he 
died a drunkard. Having conquered the world, he failed to conquer 
himself. 

The Romans, who at first were a hardy, temperate and plain-living race, 
became so powerful that they beat in pieces all the nations of the earth. 
Palestine itself became a Roman province. There are many who believe 
it was at that time that God set up His kingdom as Daniel predicted He 
would. Jesus was born, it is true, in the days of one of the Roman 
| Emperors—Augustus—but a reference to history shows that God’s latter- 
| day kingdom was not to be set up until the Roman Empire had gone to 
| pieces. Jesus did not come as a king and warrior; but as a “ Man of 
| sorrows, acquainted with grief.” He came to test the faith of the world ; 
to see whether it would receive Him as the Messiah, without the clang 
| and clash of martial music and the implements of war. The Roman 
Empire was then in the zenith of its power, so that the argument falls to 
| the ground that that was the day when God would set up a kingdom. 
| There are Daniels to-day to whom God can and will reveal His will, 
reveal the secrets of the universe, the future history of this world and of 
other worlds which glitter in the blue vault of heaven. The tree of God’s 
knowledge is burdened with fruit, waiting to fall into our laps. We have 
only to shake the tree with our faith and the fruit will descend. But 
there is no promise to any people who will not observe the condition 
which God has laid down—no promise to a nation of Sabbath breakers, 
who think more of their own pleasure than of the service of God—no 
promise to a nation of pleasure-seekers, who waste their time in dissipa- 
tion—no promise to a people who will bow down and worship the golden 
calf, who allow their riches to canker their souls, who lift their arrogant 
heads above the poor, and despise those who have less of this world’s 
goods than themselves. 

The Latter-day Saints are the pioneers of the greatest work that God 
ever commenced in the midst of mankind. We were not sent here to 
follow after Babylon and her ways, but to set the world an example. We 
are expected to kéep holy the Sabbath, to gather in solemn assemblages, 
and not race through the streets of our city on that day behind fast horses, 
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seeking our pleasure instead of serving our God. He had heard it said, 
even by Latter-day Saints, that it was all right to go riding in their 
carriages between meetings on Sunday. He did not believe it; he did 
not believe it was right to seek pleasure at all on the Lord’sday. The 
Lord Himself labored six days and rested upon the seventh; the earth 
has labored nearly six days—of a thousand years each—and it will rest 
upon the seventh, the millennium. If we desire to be worthy to inherit 
this earth when it shall be sanctified by the celestial law which it observes 
and becomes a celestial body, the abode of celestial beings, we must also 
observe the law, and remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy. 

When Brigham Young and the pioneers planted their feet in this desert 
valley on July 24, 1847, their leader laid down this law, in instructing his 
people, as Moses did his followers in the wilderness. Said he, “You must 
not hunt or fish on the Sabbath day, and there shall no man among us do 
any work on that day; you will lose five times as much as you will gain 
by it. You who do not want to keep this law can go wherever you please ; 
but you cannot dwell among us.” Those were his words to the founders 
of this Territory, the builders of this city. Yet what do we see to-day? 
What are the heavens gazing upon to-day? What is Brigham Young 
looking down upon to-day? Why the children of the pioneers roaming 
over these mountains hunting the wild deer on the Sabbath; fishing in 
the streams which flow into this valley, seeking their pleasure instead of 
serving their God. If the whole people were like that—which, thank God, 
they are not—they would never build up Zion, nor prepare the world for 
the coming of its Redeemer. 

It behooves those who bear the Priesthood, Bishops, Teachers, and Presi- 
dents, to set the young a good example and warn them against all evils. 
When God said rest upon the Sabbath day He did not mean go to the 
Tabernacle, and then between meetings do just what you please, unless 
it pleases us to serve Him. The speaker had heard that some parents in 
Zion said to their children, “Go to meeting first and go riding afterwards 
if you like.” He himself did not believe this was correct doctrine. Our 
animals had as much right to rest on the Sabbath as ourselves. All un- 
necessary labor on that day is sinful. 

The day was coming, he said, when a higher law would have to be ob- 
served by this people in order to make them worthy to redeem Zion, and 
prepare the world for the advent of the Reedemer. This is our great 
mission; this is what we are here for; but if we fail to do it, God will 
find a people who will. We have been promised that this work shall 
never be given to another people; but God can and will humble us till 
we are fit to perform His work. 

He did not regard it as a sin to possess wealth, but riches were a curse 
where they cankered the soul, and caused us to lift up our heads in pride 
and arrogance, to be narrow-minded and narrow-souled, and when we 
would not give unto God of the substance which he had given us. 

He prayed God that the spirit of humility, of brotherly love and faith, 
the spirit to love our neighbor and glorify our Maker might rest upon 
this people with increasing power and intensity, that we might be prepared 
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for the great changes that are nigh at hand; “and may peace and bless- 
ing abide with you and all Israel, and all good men and women who are 
striving to do the will of God, is my desire in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen.” 


SCOTTISH CONFERENCE. 


Minutes of the Scottish Conference, held in Nelson Hall, 89 Ingram 
Street, Glasgow, Sunday, January 1, 1893. There were present: Elder A.C. 
Young, of the Liverpool Office; Elder 8. B. Young, Jr., of the Cheltenham 
Conference ; Elders J. B. Bracken, Jr., J. L. Lindsay, and T. Henderson, 
of the Irish Conference ; Elders Nephi J. Hansen, A. H. Moyes, and Charles 
F. Longson, of the Newcastle Conference ; Elders Samuel Brockbank and 
Henry Boyce, of the Liverpool Conference ; Elder Henry Harker, of the 
Nottingham Conference ; John Moore, President of, and Robert McLaws, 
G. M. Smith, E. W. Robertson, Aaron Gay, James 8. Anderson, J. W. 
Gatheram, Andrew Easton, Robert 8. Watson, J. H. Richards, G. Y. Smith, 
T. B. Brighton, F. H. Baugh, Joseph Wilde, W. G. McAlister traveling 
Elders in the Scottish Conference. 

10:30 a.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Henderson. Singing. . 

President Moore was the first speaker. He said, we read in the Scrip- 
tures that we shall be judged for the deeds done in the body. Tithing is 
one of those deeds. The man who pays tithing with selfish motives in 
view shall receive no reward; but Satan shall have no power over the 
man who pays his tithes with a pure heart. 

Elder Bracken spoke upon the prevalent opinion that revelation was 
non-essential, and showed that it was essential in order to distinguish 
those who had been called to preach the Gospel, from those who had not. 

Elder A. C. Young referred to the passage of Scripture which says, 
“Let us labor while it is yet day, for the night cometh when no man can 
work,” as an appropriate text for the new year. 

Elder Harker asked, where outside of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, could be found a man who would tell the people to 
repent, as Peter did on the day of Pentecost? We had plenty of evidence 
to show that we were the people of God. 

Singing. Benediction by Elder Brockbank. 

2p.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Lindsay. Singing. 

The Sacrament was administered by Elders McLaws and Baugh. 

Elder Brockbank spoke upon the crucifixion and resurrection of Christ. 
He urged the importance of partaking of the Sacrament with clean hands 
and pure hearts, and of the contract made by so doing, viz: to always 
remember Him and keep His commandments. 

The conference report for the year ending December 31, 1892, was read 
which showed: indoor meetings held 781 ; open-air meetings 218 ; tracts 
distributed 86,016 ; children blessed 13; died 3; emigrated above 8 years 
of age 13; under 8 years of age 3; removed 4; baptisms 67; Sabbath- 
school sessions held 142 ; High Priests 2; Seventies 14; Elders 30 ; Priests 
5; Teachers 13; Deacons 6; members 189; total 257. 
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The authorities of the Church, of the European Mission, and of the 
Scottish Conference were sustained by unanimous vote of the Saints. 

President Moore said it was impossible for us to say how far the conver- 
sion of one may reach. When a man with a large family embraces the 
Gospel it is only natural for him to instil its principles into their minds. 

Elder Hansen said we were building up the kingdom of God. We 
should see that we use good material and not stubble, else the structure 
would fall, and great would be the fall thereof. 

Elder 8. B. Young, Jr., said we were accused of preaching exclusive salva- 
tion. True, we preach conditional salvation, but we do not preach the 
salvation of exclusiveness. The sacrifice of Christ for the remission of 
our sins was conditional not unconditional. 

Elder Moyce said when we look upon our lives, futurity seems but a 
step. Repentance is as applicable to the believer, as to the unbeliever. 

Elder Easton said that we, of ourselves, had no authority, but that we 
had received our authority from God; if we had not, we were in as bad a 
predicament as our fellow-men. 

Singing. Benediction by Elder McAlister. 

6:30 p.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Boyce. 

Elders Smith, Henderson, Anderson, McLaws, and Watson addressed 
the congregation, in the order named, upon the principles of the Gospel, 
and exhorted the Saints to increased diligence in obeying the command- 
ments of the Lord. 

Singing. Benediction by Elder Napier. 

On Saturday evening a Priesthood meeting was held, at which a feast 
of good things were given to those assembled. 

Wm. Leaaat, Clerk of Conference. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
An artificial ice manufactory is to be established in Ogden. | 
The Morgan Hotel, in Salt Lake City, has been attached, owing to a dispute over the 
lease. 
H. J. Grant & Co., of Salt Lake City, have secured the agency for the New York Life 
Insurance Company. H. G. Whitney, former business manager of the Salt Lake Herald, 
has been appvinted assistant manager and secretary to H. J. Grant & Co, 


It is highly probable that the Southern Pacific Railway Company will locate the shops 
now at Carlin and Terrace, Nevada, to Ogden. The company has promised not only to 
do this but to expend fully $500,000 in the erection of the necessary buildings and plant 
and employ seven hundred men. This will swell the present monthly pay roll at Ogden 
to $150,000. 

Emanuel Swineart, who recently sued the Union Pacific Railway Company for $25,000 
damages for alleged negligence was awarded $7,000 by the jury who rendered a verdict 
in the case, at Ogden, on December 5. In May, 1891, Swineart was employed in the 
Union Pacific shops at Shoshone, Idaho, and on the fifteen of the month named was, in 
company with several fellow-employees, engaged in turning a newly repaired engine on 
the turn-table. The pilot of the machine projected over the track and in some manner 
Swineart caught his leg between it and the rail, breaking the member in two places, The 
plaintiff claimed that the table was too short, 


